


’\/ontq r(Lois),
v fromthe Sho’nuff Godd Donut:
- Association production “The
: Stresseo’ " that will debut

in his newhborhood wheri he grew up
His plavn are just one of the ways that
PCARA helps fund its many programs. "
e written 20 plays_
'=1n¢.e we startéd ou
Williams said. Fach'o
has a message couched in
humor. -
- In this vear’s . produc-
) tmn Lena Harvey, 72 and
the oldest cast mefbe
“plays Lottie Bee a feisty;
mature Wornan “In real

: *»Ion_que’l\zmnr,éa pla; sEar‘h]me

** controlling and demandin; man who

ig on the lookout for a-hushband. Never-
theless, Turner said, Earthline does her
best to fotlow the Ten Commandments,
:“These plays are o good way to gét peo-
. Dle that may not want to goto.a church,”
‘Turner said. “But they get the seme
messay

ge from ahe pla*'s that they get in ~

aq. ﬁ@’"&e
p _‘ "§""

and Donna
‘Co

der to play the part he had to closely

.observe several fri

{turned me off on: drmk
ing,” Gibson said.

You won’t fin
perfect peopl
PCARA’s producti
and Williams strives to-

‘Wﬁte direct and actin a.

manner to-which every
one can relate.’

v of age and.
ethnicity, Two ofhis play< have received

awards from The American Gospel Mu-~

it, Yery much .
with j joy and happiness, Dully encoiin-
ters several of the same problems that .

€
-fearing man who is filled -
happiness and the Holy Sptr- :
ike Williams. But along

st of us face in our daily lives. -

till, heis able to work through those:
problema because he knows he’s nmL
alon
s-in his corner; that God’s blessing
are enough to avoid the daily st
of living in the real world and he's
shy. about sharing that méssage w
everyone. ’

Williams conslde*s PCARA his min-

- istry and not only does he talk the talk ©
- through his n}ay= but he walks the: |
walk through his contributions to tne iR

community.

“We're not a Tehglouv 01'“'«1'017&1;137.1
and’ Tm not a pastor ’ov -any means,”
Williams said. “But I reaﬁj believe
that all we do and all our accompl.sh-
ments come from God 7

en.
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f»@@@kout

vant helps battle
drugs and violence

~in the commumty

ard Tn'e entertainment greeted:

yendors, enter-.

- Pengacol

¢ld, having been called
* Togetk er for a Non-
Drug Free Community for, 'c

i Louis Cooper
icoopar@pnj.com :
,Free hot ‘dogs; hamburge

Saturday at an evént
ed to highlight- the posxtwe
tunities in

L 31&1 annu- @5‘@ &;gg%g ‘

ig Commu- Visit pnj.com
Cogkout for mare
ganized at  photos from
Field in . the cookout.
Pensacola, with :

tainmeént and free food
' The cookout is actually 2

rst sig years:
The tookout is hosted by:
“Ar

Becreation: Asseciation
“Our 7msswn is to* reac

:Jayde"n Randolph,1, dances
Saturday during the Pensacola

Earnest Stanberry plays and
" Yan Thee of Teump Tyte sings as

LEFT

fa Comunity Arts

" and.Recreation Association’s
Eboni Riser, 4, enjoys.. -

at the cookout.

art of the entertainment Saturday -

“cookout at Magee Field.

p
at the Pensaco

 ABOVE

See. CGOKOUT 5C ]

. ‘”I‘hls is the first year
we've come,”: Calhoun .
‘said. “We heard about it, "
‘and it was something that
I thought would be good
to bring the kids to. We
fth

_community to.1
. dryg-abuse by ‘

Y
. brought ‘her daughter

erstan,. 9, and her: sis-

; Maya, 12 , to the: cook-

positive things. g 'hg on,
and to.have a good:

- at Magee Field on Daws

Gulf. Coast: Commumty
Bank; Wal-Mart.on U.S.
29; WRNE '980; - Winn-
D1x1e U.S. Marine Corps;-
Terrence A. Gross, P.A;

the Florida Council on -

Crime and Delinguency;
Levin-Papantonio; ‘the
City of Peénsacola and

. Truth for Youth.




e | "‘he sweltermg heat
‘{did not. keep huridred

| from attending the Per
i sacola Commumty

ldren a,n& parents!:
‘Although the' '
e yearly PCARA
{ out has changed ove
years, the “goal o
‘event has - always!
‘mained the samé;tol

tHe. dangers of drugs 'nd

artists, storytellers co-
medlans and other aspir-
mg talent, said PCARA
founder Leroy Wﬂhams
“We've been a part of
thls event for the: past
four ~ years,” Velina
:*rankhn, member of the
Voices of Victory: Radio

gospel‘ rap, 1nd1y1dua1
‘:010 .artists, praise

k)cal talent.
{ | PCARA has been host—

pro-

v1d.e an afternoon. of fun -
and falth for children; to -
rdise: awareness a out .

vxolencn and to actias.a _‘
vepue for performmg

Choir said. “We've - got .

dancers, and just a lot of °

Double Trouble,
and Th V01ces of V;ctory

of the -artists who per-
formed at-the event.  *

- “Ifwe.don't keep 3.Gh‘rié_t
as “our .center, we -are
going tolose our youth,” |
perfoxm;ng artist Ty

Cross .said.. “This is
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Pensacola. H'_gh Sci

o audltorlum.v

This year’s:theme ‘is
“moving our youth’s tal-
ents to the next level,”

according to Léroy Wil-

Hamis, founder.of PCARA

and director of the gospel
-event. .
“The purpese of .the

extravaganza is to give
talented youth in the com-
munity an’ opportunity
showcase their given tal-

-ents and tointeract with

others youth from across

. Pensacola and surround-
_ing areas, ”.explajned,Wil—

liams.
He added that the
youths range between

. 7 and 22 years old and

performers have been
rehearsing for six weeks.

Williams easily musters:
energy for this annual
event. “I feel that our

youth are our most pre-

- cious commedity and will

. ﬂ GOSTS $8 in :
~advance; $10.day of . »

‘tomorrow;” he said.

. reduce teenage preg-’
nancy and-drug use and
to involve parents in .

~show,...
B DETAILS: 2,93'—5345. :

become. the leaders of

PCARA’s goals are. to

children’s activities.
Some. of the groups
scheduled to perform’
include the MJJ Praisé
‘Dancers, Double Trou
ble, the Crowned Saintz
and PCARA Falth-'
Dancers. :
Admisgion - to the
extravaganza i§ .$8 in-
-advance and $10 on day.
of the-show. Tickets can
be purchased at www.
pearaonline.com.

News Journal file photc
nnual’

€ group Rad;ca! dance for the crowd during- -
the Youth GospelExiravaganza last year. This -
year's event will be Saxuroay at Pensaoola i
High School. )
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tmg in cOmpetl’nons :
wing-demos and taking
-¢ar-bash. Free. Milton Skate
629 Byrom St. Linsey Williamson,
3-5466.ext; 208, ore-mail linsey. " -
wnlhamson@c: milton. ﬂ us.

Elghth annual

- Youth Gospel Extravaganza
: 6 p 1319 Saturday FheYouth

pcaraonlme com,




backstage Saturday afternoon at the-eightt
annual Youth Gospel Extravaganza held at™ -+
Pensacola High School. '

TOP RIGHT: T & J Mime Boyz perform.
MIDDLE RIGHT: Terry Womack performs at the
Gospel Extravaganza.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Dyjuan C!ark nght and
Dyjaun Clark of Double Trouble: perform
Saturday afternoon.

@ﬁég §§,§§ Visit pnj.com 1o see more photos
HE=E2 fro'n the Gospel Extravagawza

‘BRG os by Jenn fer C
A 4
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Hundreds of young @mom&m as well ,mm m@:#m.,mmﬁrm gm,m ....Huoﬁmmo&m.Eumw‘mo:o& ME%SESE Mmgamw Emw ,;d Hm-o€nmmm w@.:q talents at the mmsmmnon.QoBEsE.. %. Arts
& Recreation Association (PCARA) 8th annual Youth Gospel Extravaganza Singing, ; students performed to an asﬁ.mmﬁo audience. People rocked:

and clapped their hands as songs filled the air and .@m%mwm stirred no”wwmymm.ﬁom.énr. drm:. Smégﬁos&i noves m._o:nmom.ww Teroy S.E&Em. Hu0>m> isa 505.,202 or-
#Emmsmu&r .m:mSoH nce.among the %oﬁr EZ.oﬁmWoce SE m.mzmmoo_m ooBEEﬁQ

- ganization formed no.mmmHmw in gm.EQ\msﬁos .om Eammw %:mm zmm

S
N




¥€; RA vhests
Gospel Extrava

1 xistnes

P«,nsacola s most talented youth “We want to pro vide a platform to showcme
youlh s talent,” explaincd Leroy Williams, founder and éxecutive director
PCARA. Williams, who has a dream t¢ build a PCARA Performmg ‘Arts Scho
was pleased with the connnumty support and elated with the youth who pe |
fmmeJ

Photos of thc many performers can be viewed al swww. amende] sozm_mpmpll};_qm B




ore news and publish your own

Sisters (from feff) Arma'n Jenmns 12 Aja Je'x i

Kate S. Peabody -
" kpeabody@pnj.com.
Look out, world. Here'come = o
the Jenkins Sisters. :
The three Pensacola sisters-are poised

o make waves on the gospel scehe.

Jﬂf‘tl Jenkins, 19; Aja Jenkins, 14;
and Armam Jenkins, 12, recently bested
hundreds of other contestants and won
& whopping $5,000 cash prize in the
nationwide Gospel F.0.C.U.S. (Find
Cut Can U Sing) contest in Detroit.
= Word Network, Froniline -
cGuctions and M Uulfe
ntevtanmen t, all big players in
the national gospel music mdustry,
bEOuaOI"‘d the competition.
To top off their win, the sisters also

waiked away with a recording contract

h MOLife Entertainment, 2 leading

" gospel music recording company. Escorted

by-their parents, the Rev. Juan and
Beatrice Jenkins, the sisters will travel
to Detroit in & few months to begin -
ccording their fivst go:pel album.
“T‘ﬂey are g breath of fresh air,” said
Hon Ellison, CEQ of MOLife. _‘"‘hey
4 ely have charisma, the singing
stage presence and pretty much

Saturday, October 25, 2008 @ Section B,

.the whole packdge:”
a'chance to tour w1ﬂ

hottest stars, Kirk
Franklin and Tye
Tribbett, later in the
year. They also have.
a planned television
appearance with
popular gospel show
host,.Babby Jones.
Youngest sister
Armani is looking
forward to “meeting .
all these celebrities”
and going to-all the
-different cities on: the
tour bus,” she said.
This is “a really,
really big deal,”-said
Armani, a seventh-
grader at Jim Bailey
Middle School.
In the wozrld of
gospel musie, the girls new-found fame
“is very big,” said Leroy Williams,

Beatrice
Jenkins

Juan Jenkins

* founder of the Pensaccla Community

Axts and Recreation Association.

Je kms, 19 recenﬁy won a na’uonal gospel conte°

The gisters will get ..

. 4wo of gospel music’s -

Katie ng/kkn‘u pn,i ¢

Williams, who has directed several
gospel events in the ares, compare:
FOCUS competition to :»’che1 popula_x
reality talent shows such as “American::
Idol.” The only difference, he says,is: ="
that the event is not televised dumng thi
competition. It d:d air later ori The Worl
Network, an urban religious channel. =
“This gives (the sisters) the

opportunity to get their talent out to

-the country. The next step to that is,

if the nation accepts therm, then they
are on their way, " Wilkams said.

Their success, the girls say,
is rooted in their faith.

“I never thought we would beat .
this poixnt, becauae we were svndmg
just to be singing for the Lord,” “said
Jentry, a University of Dhoemx v
Technology and Engineering Student. ;

Chiming in, Aja said she is o

“still trying to seak it all in.”

“The night of the final still runs
around in my head everyday,“’ said the
ninth-grader, who is home schooied.
“But I would give all the eredit to,
God. I never thought God Wmﬂd
have taken us this fer so quick”

sen JENEHE 7‘4:: -
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Au:corc'ln’lg to Chmese aswolog’y,

)08 was the Year of the Rat! Accord-:

g to;who else you ask, it was also
eyearof hlstorv-makmg politics,

Jhigh gas pnces and the ﬁnanc1al cri-

"

- *2008-was a year of breaking

~Again'Later,” so we asked 'some o
“our sources to-offer up theit 200
‘reflections and 2009 precucflons
'conung year-bring? ',msteaq

We congulted our trusty Mag1 E o "What w111 ‘7009 be t‘le vear of" Read .
’Elght Ball, but all it w111 say is “Ask Com.

2009: Year of Accomplishmenis’
Leroy'Williams, Pensacola: playwrlght .

and founder ofthe-Pensacola: - : . ’

Community Ats and - - - :

Recreation Association, : R,

said-that'in 2008; hlstory ‘ ' ’

was made, . .

“2008 wnl staﬂd as a: -

more import; ﬂy i will-
showthat We are’a-counts t

support onig another, féga .
the coloy of someone’s'skin,” he saick. ~ &
barriers.” -
He predicted that 2009 WIH bea - i
year of dccomplishments, for both the
nation and Pensacola. .. .
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“ Country siniger
comedian Ron

- good tune at theS ¢
L Unbellevable Man at tiand,
- 7:30:p.m: Feb, 85 R

+ >The gospel stage pla
" atest produc’cgm’ of the

Broadway Mens Wear on N h o
Davis ngh ay.and Stage -
i Musm Store i

theunbehevableman comm. .
““Here are sorne of the local eventb .
X scheduled through March: ’

presuient Ler g
will direct, produce and-act in the
productlon : ;
“It’s a fabulous produc’cmn,
filled with music and h
" Williams said; “Ul
about the one man who appears
unbelievable to the unsaved, and. .
believable to the saved, and that . . v
man is Jesus Christ.” '
Past PCARA productions have
included “The Boogie Woogie
i ls?‘reacher” and “A Message inthe °
| t
i “PCARA’s hope for 2007 is to
| . ’ hegin Fealizing our dream for 4
| new performing arts studio, where
we can do for the community in
two years what we have done

g
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the Rév Rasb’ei'ry, pronbund'es Pauline :
k rand Thomas Mitchell as man and




. pnj.com/neighbors.

‘BarbaraTodd .
. News Journal corresporident
Leroy Williams® latest gospel play

tekes plaLe in & doughnut -shop; hut
__nothing like this has ever happened at

Erispy Kreme.
“The Unbelievable Ma;’ " a slapstlck
comedy with a serious message, is

directed, produced, written.and. per-
formed by Williams, 43, an award-win-_
ning playwright and presxdent/fou.nder )

of the Pensacola Community -Arts

~and Recreatmn Assocx atxon, known as
. PCARA.

“The play takes & 1ook at some of the
unbelievable sides of man,

7 Williams,
said. “Unbelievably good and unbeliev- -

ably bad” s

Williams founded PCARA i Jiine
1987 to assist in the prevention of il-
legal drug use, teen pregnancy and vio

lence among the community’s youth. It~ &
- provides young people with social.and 1@

academic skills in a structured learmn-
ing enviromment and sponsors many

‘“amny events throughout . the year. -Sai
These events are funded in part, from -

the proceeds of the gospel plays.
Rehearsals for the 18th annual pro-
duction were well under way on & re-

cent Wednesday evening when some of

Wan& to go?’
] WHAT “The Unbehevable
“Man.” |

_BWHEN: 4 p.m, and 7 30 p m.,,.
-Feb. 3.t ;
B WHERE: SaengerTheatre 116
S. Palafox Place: -~ -

‘B COST: Advance tickets $20:-
Box office; day: of the show: $22

: twwp araoniine com’

“the cast members tnok abreak to talk

about their roles. "

.“The. Unbelievable Man marLs
Vincent Warren's first appéarance i
a PCARA gospel play. The 44-year-old

Christian inspira:

¢ untry '\mth his Christian message,
nid Raspberry,” Warren
raditiona] black gospel minis-
when e begins to spedk, he
really gets'ifto it. T think most people
will seé themselves or someone they
Tnow in this play”

Many of the women.in the 47-mer- .

‘ 'bnde searches for the Jﬂted groom in '}
an effort to apologize for her unb 'ev N
i able” behavior.

Pensacola resident is a professmnal 8

who-has traveled the

are- Just, as unhelievable .a

the men. One of the wacky women, ‘

auline: Jacl«.son, 28, was decked out
a resplendent weddmg ‘gown for her'

leave my husband &t the altax” she
Tegretting her actions, the.

- Jlius Benson, 32, vice premdent of
PCARA, has performed in every one of

- PCARA’s gospel plays and has been
* & dedicated PCARA worker since the

program began. Benson coaches the’
mentors them as well. He plays Papa

\g-at- heart T7-year old.;
adopted aughter

That precocmus adopted ‘daughter

at Longleaf Elementary School is a
veteran -PCARA: performer, having

orgatization’s produc"xons

PCARA kids in ‘dance, acting and”

Wlth a NIa.ma :

is played by Breyonna Williams,"
“the real-life' daughter of Leroy Wil:
liams. The 10-year-old fourth- grader -

“appeared in nedrly every onevof the -

“The play’s about peop*e who . doi';' :
crazy, unbelievable things,” she said. .
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Gopel

| Event raises funds - -
for PCARA group " e >

-1 drew twonearly packed houses
| tothe Saenger Theatre on Sat-

urday for his latest production,
* “The Unbelievable Man”

.- PCARAs activities for kids;

< which include- dcting, sings- ™"
" .ing'and derobics tlasses; and." .
- gelf-awareness- and cultural”
- diversity workshops: &

. | ¥The Unbelievable Man” per:
- formanies Wére not availabl
1 Saturdsy might. -
- “Edith Graves . Wilson,, a
|- playwright. from Mobile, was-
{ ‘among those attending Satiir-
I day's evening performance:
- Wilson, who knows Williams
.‘and other-cast members'from
“-the New Dimensions Chris- .~

play
packs .
Jennifer Stewart

: jastswgn@pnj.qom )
Playwright - Leroy Williams -

“Te -does very well We . . ' o

. call him our’lacal hero” said }
- Saenger mapager Kathy Sum-, - -

merlin. - .

_ - The gospel play is thebiggest
;| - furidraiser. of the year for the." -

" Pensacola -Community Arts. -
. and “ Recreation Association,

which strives to preventillegal -~ -
drug use, pregnancy and vio- .-
lence.among local youth, - - .
Commonly ‘called' PCAR4,
the organization was founded
in 1987 and has an all-vélun-
‘teet staff. The group conducts
a number of plays, skitg; black. ¥
history programs ‘snd gospel -

‘I concerts throughout the year. .

Money: raised’ goes -toward

The: - total -proceeds ﬁ'om

tian Center in Pensacole, said- .~

" ‘she-was there ‘to “be. enter- e ‘
- tained with family and seea "

product by an. extraordinary o :
playwright” = - B
. Williams' - “Boogie: Woogie
Preacher” was -named “Best
Play of the Year” at the:2005 ... ..

American - Gospel -Music ™ - -

Awards. Williams is writinga .

play called “Too Blessed, to Be - : :

Stressed” . : . ,

Jennifer Cecil/icecii@pnj.com
Julius Bensori plays Papa .
Smurf on Saturday during
“The Unbelievable Man” .- -
at the Saenger Theatre. ~ - : s
HMere photes, 7C L
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Lonnie reacts to hearing about Sister Wylie's 91-year-old boyfriend in “The Unbélievable Man.” Lonnie. . ™|~ S
is played by Leray Williams and Sister Wylie is Millie Baldwin. The.gospel play, written by Leroy Willams, is
' ' the biggest fundraiser of the year for the Pensacola Commiunity Arts and Recreation Association, which works to
prevent illegal drug Use; pregnancy and violence among youth in the Pensacola Bay Area,
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Sectlon B

L.aDonna Spivey, publisher and editor of The Pensacola V0|ce, F'ensacola s Iongest-runmng black newspaper

works at. her desk at the newspaper. N

. - FFGMIB

there will always bed place for

" minority-focused commuziity -

newspapers, he said. :
“The faces have changed, but many
of the issues are the same for the black

two-county area. “There is alway< going
1o be'a need for a publi¢-forum to air -
these issues and tell our stories.”

For LaDonna Spivey, the business of
telling those stories comes as naturally

Vf-hstenmg for stories;” she sai

wing up, Spivey Spent summers
with her. grandparents, worl the .
newspaper.

“T'would complain that I wan_ted to go

1augh “Today, Iwear th
it’s-a responsibility, es; .
to keep up the high stand ds that my
grandfather-would expect.” she said.

Ve arejust as dlverse inouro
a§ the cormunity at large; so &

” a minority-based paper has to

- .represent those divergent view

 “Spivey, whose paper reaches more than
38,000-pegple in the Gulf Coast and

need to modernize and buﬂu g
online,

“That’s one direction that Pe
black newspapers are going to

Jmions :
i‘zy’co:

s said

: to summer camp like the other kids, but ™ sun’oundmc areas.
) g;nma\.n;t:sy 95211;11 I;iid;rzgno&h;;gﬁges my grandfather woul i Wehave: ' Oneissue 3l | newspapers <hare,_ I A
pape a ‘o -get the paper-out; ? regardless of size or focus, shejsaid, is the.. }

presence

nisacola’s
haveto

Part of those high standardsincludes
_providing a voice for the community,

0, to reach a wider audience. That's the -

as “brushmg your teeth.” ture of; Joumahsm said Spivey.

The 35-year-old is the publisher/editor

: ) something an independent newspaper Future editions may be
fgﬁz[ﬁfﬁﬁfggﬁ:{g{:iﬁfﬁiﬁs . cari do well, Spivey said. ’ a mouse click away, but
fouzgme d by h erggrand.rath erpthl?e late Les . Larger newspapers must appeal toa Leroy Williams; foundet: of o o~
Humphreys, in 1967, - 4 mass market, so they can’t specialize the Pensacola Community - -
“Tt's just hiow 1 ew up? she said. “I‘h e OO one.group or ancther with the Arts and Recreation
new s;;’ap orhas a%:, rays b en 8 part of our “laser focus” of smaller, independent Association (PCARA), said.
tife? ) newslpapeés, sh;;xptiaiﬁed Al‘lidf many : ]ge still ea‘loys setthg;grh S
people underestimate the need for e own with a copy of “The
 Her mother, Jacgueline Miles, - independent newspapers. Williams ©  dependent Vaice.”

remembers poundmg out story copy on
old-fashioned manual typewriters for
Humphreys, her father; at age 14.
“Now, thaf was hard work,” Miles said.
Although her father and Voice writers

" worked aggressively touncover and
.publish stories on hot-button issues such

as racial injustice in the ‘60s; Miles said
she never felt any sense of danger.

“Tt was an exciting time for me. I
néver worried about the paper *xakmg
someone mad. I'was always out there,

“There is a tendency with the majority.

" to assume thattheirthought processes

and opinions are shared by everyone
else. There needs to be a diversity of
opinion and thought, and even if you
don't agree with somethmg, you should
know it’s out there” shesaid.

That diversity of thought applies to the
black community as well, she said.

“There is no fnonohthlc thought
process for the entire’ black commuva

: The Pensacola re:ldent
 is a fan of community newspapers in-

genéral because of the specialized focus™

and resgurces they offer readé;
“T read the Independent because I

know it’s going to cover minor

IS.

ity issues -

that might affect me and it’s g

oing totell

me about local African American events,.
including PCARA's” he said. “That type

community”

_-of ‘personal’ coverage means alot o our



Aside from a time to

-commeinorate the US.

men and-wornen who died
in military service to their
country, Memorial Day
weekend is the traditional .
kickoff for the summer
seagon, and many people
will be cooking out for family
and friends:

1t takes a Jot of time m:m
energy to have a family-
cpokont. Soimagine the
éffort — and expense
-~ it takes to cook out for
hundreds of people. *

- There will be a whole

lot of cooking, eating and -

~ entertaining today at

Pensacola Community Arts
and Recreation Association’s
annual “United Together for
a Nonvielent and Drug-Free”

. Scwo:w

- Williams

Organizérs have: oES ed

-4,000 hamburgers and hot

momm They have invited
about 30 mSEum to perform,
including
local gospel-
recording . -
" artist “Anew,”
i} and Roy Jones
Jr’s twin sons
and their
cousin, “3D,”
a hip-hop rap

group, About

3,000 amszm showed up last;
year. They eXpect at Jeast
4,000 to attend this year.
Besides free food and

musgic, the big community
cookout will have exhibits,
guest speakers, storytellers,
comedians and free

ga..m mmmw_a.@:_msmm

- Looking for
‘more fiom

: Reggie? Read
Em Emﬁocw columns at;

phj.com/reggie

giveaways.

The biggest change
the previous 18 years i8 aﬁ
loeation, .

Becanse of renovations
at Terry Wayne Park.on
Jackson Street, today’s
cookout will be at Legion
Field just north of Garden
Street between Gand 1
streets.

Ag founder and president:
cw .:_o Hubgb; H_ﬁ o<

theé street:

1t and mmmosmsobv
which he founided in the -

late 1980s, are community-

minded and:community-
driven events that show

young people there'is.a way -

out of poverty and a life
away from the mm:mmmm of .v..

More than 70 <c?ﬁ?m~.y

.BE& of S:_B B@Bwﬁm

: Eéo ,Szm&ma& arE ging a
fee ».E, the cookout, He relies
ions, fundraisers -
‘and spongors to provide the
:food-and entertainiment.
“We believe that if the
community, businesses,
families and friends can
.~ come togetherin a
g-and crime-free
virohment for one
ay We can make our
- .community a better
. community to live in,”
7 Williains said. “Oui
i goalis to replace
o violence and drug ¢
" abuse by putting God
_ - first and practicing
the principles of
~ unity, Jove and
- regpect for each
- other” .

“Even’ _wrccmw %m Smwm E.c
enarmout and the hard work
ssm.m, g}?mgm mma w@ :mm

REGINALD T. DOGAN

Phone: 435-8543; Fax: 435-8633
E-mail: ﬂaomm_..@_u:_..oo_.: .
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EFT: Ja}uan Martm tries
to-decide Saturday what
fe-warits to do next. This .
veis-the 14th year that the
kout has been conductéd
in PenSaceIa Hundreds of

s and enjoy mu:ucal
manoes by several
l‘

p
The'event is.meant to turn-
-ycut ,awa from vxolence

sley plays ‘catch: with.hi
Cassandra Pressie :




COMMUNITY
COOKOUT: .
Event offers
good time, .
good food-
for young -
andold
STORY, 1C
PHOTOS, 2¢




Chris Hunter, 4,
“and Recreatlon Assoma ton.

‘Alvin Peabody
apeabody@pnj.com
The fence around Legion Field Park

was dotted with posters warning about *
the dangers of drugs and violence -

and touting the need to respect one
another.

The Pensacola park was the scene of
the 14th annual community cookout,
where hundreds of area residents came
Saturday to eat, browse vendors’ exhib-
its and enjoy musical performances by
several local gospel recording artists.

The cookout is one of many events
sponsored by Pensacola Community
Arts and Recreation Association aimed
at bringing. people together to-help
replace violence and drug abuse with
love, respect and unity, said Leroy Wil-
hams, PCARA: presniem and. munder.

8 FOUNDED: 1987

nJoys a hamburger atu ay durin

8 GOAL: Enrich fives of youths, o
“socially and académically :
# PROGRAMS: Annual”
community cookout; athletic
activities; performing arts classes;
mentoring and after-school
classes; and rap sessions.

B CONTACT: 293-5345

“Our cookout has been Very. success-

ful over the years because of the posi- -
tiveness that it offeis,” Wﬂhams said.

‘ Last year's event drew more than
3,800 people. This. year’s .estimated

attendance at the all-day cookout was -
expected o fop 4, 800, Williams said: -
. Zsykeria Mciniyre,; 13, led a ':even

. eral children played nearby. Her grand

John Blackie/jblackis!

K member Angels of Samts group ‘in

raise dance” pez’formance. : .
“We, want to show people that nhey-
‘can praise God in ‘whatever way they
choose,” said Zsykeria, & “member of -

the All - Saints Holiness .Church i.n_-

Pensacola

Elnora Smith, /1 stood in the middle-,
of Legion Field and watched ds sev-

daughter, Shantay Harris, 14, .was 1o

participate i ina ‘dance routine with hef ;

group, TSD.
~“Even tnough this event s mainly for .-

-the-children, I come every year because &

1 want them to know thai adults do
suuport r.hplr suecess. in l_fe - Smith.
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4 Tne group Anew sings for the crowed: Saturda dunng T i"e Blg ookout sponsorea by the Pensaco{a
Co’rﬁmunlty Arts and Recreatlen A socnatlon i ; . : .
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- BreYonna Williarms; 10, performs 2 praise.

TOP: Kayne with the Disciples of Christ performs Saturda afternoon at the Sankcfa Juneteenth

Celebration. :
ABOVE: Pensacola Cxty Councilman Ronald Towrisend reads:from‘an Escambia Coun‘y proclamation
declarm Juneteenth the oldest known celébration commemofating the ending-of slavery in the.United
States \Nhne Lmda Thompson, left; listens Saturday aﬁernoon at the Sanko:a Juneteenth Celebrauon

jennifer, Cecxl/jcecn@pn; com:”

'Trumptyte members B»g “D Aand Theahrad Thomas, right,
~perform-Saturday-aftérnoon at the Sankofa uneteenth

Jen'ni‘ev Cecilfjcecil@pnj.com -, -

dance Saturday afternoon at the Sankofa
lune’teenth Celebratlon. .

Jennifer Cecdf cecd@pn] com

RIGHT: Nielah Blacl\ performé a praise dance Saturday
afternoon at the Sankofa Juneteenth Celebration.
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‘Many performers, all stars ...

Saturday. hight at this year’s Youth
Gospel Extravaganza at the Saenger

'BELOW: Rashéed sings for the crowd,
dtihe’'séventh Annual Youth Gospel . -

A ‘ -
‘ f .
<
N
N -
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~

ALl';:‘iF.T-Rad'cal_ perfof.ms for the crowd - -
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Sunday, June 24,2007

pnj.com/neighbors

Many performers, a

lstars...

The Argels o: Chrrst perform for the crowd Saturday nrghr durmg ’rhe Pensacoia Communrty Arts ana
Recrearro Assocra*ron ss venth annual Youth Gospel Extravaganzd at the Saenger Theatre. .
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ABQOVE: Members of the Mt::Pilgrim Praise
Dancers pérform for the crowd Saturday night.
dunng PCARA's seventh-annual:-Youth Gospel
:ALravagawza at the’ Saenger Theatre. e

RIGHT: Jayla Evans performs durmg Saturday ‘
‘night's Youth Gospel’ Extravaganza i

‘BELOW: Natalia- Moore performQ Saturday mght

at the Saenger Theatre for the Youth Gospel
Extravaganza : .
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