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A Message In The Storm

This play is about life conditions, tests, trials and tribu-
lations that we all go through in life. Through it all,
God has promised to bririg us through aslong as we
keep our trust in him. “A Message In The Storm” takes
place in a small country town called Fatback, Fla.
Pastor Eugene Sinkfield, better known as the Boogie
Woogie Preacher, hears a late-night emergency
announcement on the radio station that Tropical Storm
Junebug has been upgraded to a Category One
‘Hurricane. There are no more shelters in town, so he
decides to use his church, Down To Earth Christian
Ministry, as a shelter. The characters in this play at some
point in their lives made decisions or will make decisions that have brought about
or will bring about a change in their lives. The message of salvation is making its
way through Fatback through its audience, and throughout the world.

A Message in the Storm, written by Leroy Williams, will debut with two shows only
on Feb. 4 at the Pensacola Saenger Theatre at 2 pm and 7 pm. Purchase tickets at
Stage Right Christian Music Store in University Mall and Cordova Mall and at all
Ticketmaster locations. Ticket prices are $20 or $22 the day of the show.

Leroy Williams

_4'- = R M

o : OR'VISITUSAT
: 'WWW.AMESSAGEINTHESTOR

GUARANTEED TO SELL OU-
GET YOUR TICKETS TODA
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Production|'

set for Feb, 4

PCARA cast
members to per-
form ‘A Message
In The Storm’

‘A Message In The
Storm’ is a gospel come-
dy stage-play that was
written by Leroy
Williams. Two shows
(2pm & 7pm).will be held
at  -the Pensacola
Saenger Theatre. For
ticket information, call
Williams at 444-0646.

Saturday, February 4 2006
Pensacola Saenger Theatre 2:00 PM 7 00 PM

Tickets : are available at STAGE RIGHT CHRISTIAN - ‘;_
MUSIC STORE in Unrversrty & Cordovamalls;
BROADWAY MENS WEAR (6249 N. Davis Hwy) and.
. ALL TICKETMASTER LOCATIONS ‘
For more information, call 850.444.0646, 1(800) 844. 1568
~ orvisist WWW. amessagelnihestorm com
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Play filled with wacky cast

‘A Message in the Storm’ takes the stage Saturday

Barbara Todd
News Journal correspondent

It’s probably the only gospel stage
play with prostitutes, a transvestite
and a minister called “The Boogie Woo-
gie Preacher” in the cast, and it opens
Saturday at the Saenger Theatre.

These are just a few of the wacky
characters who appear in “A Message
in the Storm,” authored by Pensaco-
la’s award-winning playwright Leroy
Eugene Williams Jr. Despite some
of the shady people who appear on
stage, the play is definitely G-rated,
as are the many previous Pensacola
Community Arts and Recreation As-
sociation productions.

Williams founded PCARA in the
late 1980s to help prevent illegal
drug use, pregnancy and violence
among Pensacola’s youth. Major
fundraisers for the organization are
the annual gospel plays that Wil-
liams wrxtes, produces, directs and
often acts in. “The Boogie Woogie
Preacher,” his play that was pro-
duced two years ago, won the Ameri-
can Gospel Music Award for The
Best Play of the Year for 2004. Wil-
liams accepted the national award in
New York in July.

“That was an experience I'll re-
member for the rest of my life,” Wil-
liams said. “When I got to (the Wings
Theatre) everybody was getting out
of limousines, and I was in a taxi,
so I asked the driver to drop me off
around the corner”

At a-recent dress rehearsal, Wil-
liams’ daughter, Bre'Yonna, 9, & third-

practicing. for a dance numbe
several other young cast membx .
“My favorite thing about’ bem in
the plays i$ the funny arts,”
said... §
‘A Message in the Storm has
plenty of funny parts, but it also -
carries the message “that'life’s trials : John Blackle@PensacolaNewchurnaI com

and. tribulations*can “be_overcome, ‘Demetr[ce Puryear and Lena B. Harvey, who play church board
with God's help. Pensacola audiences; members, perform during a rehearsal for the Pensacola Community Arts

K;Iflofde;alf : ?ﬁ%gg tt}x";:lgg :’ hur- @nd Recreation Association’s rendition of “A Message In The Storm

ricane threatens to make landfall.
The play’s large cast includes Quint
Studer, owner of the Studer Group"
and the Pensacola Pelicans, who
plays Ted-Ain’t-Scared Williams. Af-
ter seeing a recent PCARA Youth Ex-
travaganza production,.Studer and
his wife, Rishy, were so impressed

‘area ouths from: ages 2’

with the performers’ talents and the
opportunities PCARA provided area
youths that they decided to become a
part of the organization, -

“When Leroy asked me if I wanted
to be in this play,” Studer said, “I told
him that I'd do anything that will
help raise money for PCARA.”

‘through teens may:become’par
1 Theyg re'no;membership:fees.

(800 844-1588: . .

of the:Pensacola:Gommunity
Arts and:Recreation-Assaciatios

act: Leroy-Eugene: Williams: ‘
Jr ‘ati'444-0646.0r" . - s
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Leroy Wi
scene from “A Message In The Storm

ams, who plays Pastor Sinkfield

John Blackie@PensacolaNewsJournal.com

and Karen Sigler, whe plays Mrs

m_c_%m_a. rehearse a

Play delivers message
of hope through comedy

FROM 1B .

small, country town that finds
itself under the threat of Hur-
ricane Junebug. Pastor Eugene
Sinkfield, the title character
from “The Boogie Woogie |
Preacher!” decides to open his
church as a shelter
of last resort to a
host of eccentric
characters, all of
whom have made,
or will make,
life-changing deci-
lin _ sions.

Frank Darin Franklin,
31, plays Deacon Frankie Lee in
the production.

“My character assists the
Baogie Woogie Preacher with-
bringing everybody to the shel-
ter,” said Franklin, who has per-
formed in a number of PCARA

productions and participates in
its youth mentor program. “He’s
secure in his faith, but he’s funny
as well.” ’

Another veteran performer is
Charisse Charles, who started
“behind the curtain” when she
first joined PCARA
nearly 10 years
ago.

“I help Mr. Wil-
liams with the

of things, and that's
all 1 did at first, un-
til they needed me
to fill in a couple of
times on stage,” said the 43-year-
old paralegal. “I sort of fell into
performing.”

Charles will star as Martha Lee,
whom she described as a “kind
of feisty, straightforward older
lady”

administrative side .

The rest of the cast is made up
of a number of PCARA regulars,
including Williams, who will
return to the stage as Pastor
Sinkfield, as well as some new
performers, like local health-
care consultant and owner of the

. Pensacola Pelicans baseball team

Quint Studer, -

“We want people to realize that
these are community produc-
tions,” said Williams, who hopes
to see more new faces in future
productions. “PCARA is not just
for African-Americans — every-
one is welcome here.”

‘What does he hope audiences
will take away from “A Message
in the Storm™?

“Preparedness for the upcoming
hurricane season, remembering
to look out for your neighbors
and knowing that God can see
you through any storm.”

Ea
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Inside

m With a best-selling cookbook
and a new magazine, Rachael
Ray is edging into Oprah territory
with her own daytime talk show.
Page 3B

Rebecca Ross
@PensacolaNewsJournal.com

Iue roofs still dot the

Pensacola Bay Area

more than a year after
Hurricane Ivan, and many
victims of last year's Hurricane
Katrina in"Mississippi and
Louisiana are still searching for
anew home. .

With so many along the Gulf -
Coast still reeling from two
brutal hurricane seasons, Leroy
Williams feels that it’s the right
time to offer hope, humor and
comfort with “A Message in the
Storm.”

The music-filled gospel stage
play is the latest brainchild of
Williams, a Pensacola writer,
actor, producer, director and
founder of the Pensacola
Community Arts and Recreation
Association, a nonprofit
organization dedicated to
providing uplifting local
entertainment and offering
young people alternatives to
drugs and violence. :

Williams has produced several

| LEFT:
Etheldra
Hayes-
Sharpe, who
plays Annie
Mae Bush,
sings during
rehearsal for
“A Message
in the Storm.

BELOW:
Leroy
Williams
is dressed
as Pastor
Eugene
Sinkfield, the
character he
| plays in the
g upcoming
production.
Photos by
John Blackie
| @Pensacola
News
Journal.com

Music-filled gospel play takes the stage Saturday

hit productions for the group
throughout the years, including
“The Boogie Woogie Preacher!,”
which was chosen “Best Play

of the Year” at the American
Gospel Music Awards in 2005 in
New York City.

" The idea for “A Message in

-+ the Storm” came to Williams

through divine in-

spiration, he said.
“We had not

experienced Hur-

started writing the
play,” said
Williams, who be-
gan work on the

. script in August
2004. “Then all of the storms
started coming, and I felt like
God had meant for me to write

Williams

- a serious message of hope and

salvation from a comedic stand-
point.” .

The production’s storyline is
one to which the community can
certainly relate,

“A Message in the Storm”
takes place in Fatback, Fla., a

See PLAY, 3B

ricane Ivan whenI-

Want to go?

B WHAT: PCARA
Productions “A Message in
the Storm."”

M SYNOPSIS: Pastor Eugene
Sinkfield, the “Boogie Woogie
Preacher,” opens his church as
ashelter to a host of characters
when Hurricane Junebug
threatens the tiny town of
Fatback, Fla.

M WHEN: Saturday 2 and 7 p.m.
(The 7 p.m. show is sold-out.)

W WHERE: Pensacola Saenger
Theatre, 118 S. Palafox Place.
W COST: General admission
tickets are $20 advance, $22 day
of show, available at Broadway
Men's Wear, 6249 N, Davis
Highway, Stage Right Christian
Music Stores and all Ticketmaster
locations.

E BUY IT: DVDs of the performance
soon will be available; order DVDs of
past PCARA productions online at
pcaraonline.com.

M DETAILS: 444-0646 or
www.amessageinthestorm.com.




A good man isn’t har

Behind every successful ?oBoﬁEmu divecting and
man stands a good woinan, acting in his own locglly
80 the saying goes. produced.and mom‘u:mcamm

For Founding Father mausical plays.
George Weshington, it was The 42-year-old
Martha. Eleanor stood by who has won national :
FDR. JFK had Jackie O. %cmim leads the mumummaou.m
What would have become of [:ALES.
MULK without Coretta? Would .
there be a: G.W. Bush éawoﬁ
Laura?

Here in Pensacola gmwm s.a,
woman whonot only-stands, -
but also quietly sits, _C&Ea.

“her man.

He's not & swmmama or: S,_E

rights legend, but he is & W ecting and - ) : shes stands -
»?.EE,. inhisown vight. — performing in His music- ated wife and imothen;
For nearly 20 years, Leroy  filled gospel plays;his wife, . he. g ! w.smﬁ.

Williams has been front and

Treneshia, sits and watches )
center — writing, producing,

her man do his thing,

il |, * - thepark cheering for both of

to'be-momma, daddy,
v mSntoEBw and the
. granddaddy,” said Tieneshia,

shifts a week at Wayne

T M .m.oEanm,‘ and he knows'

- special when Treneshia

o YTt was meant tohe)”
* he said with a PR

to stand by my side.”  @PensacolaNews.Jourr

them. ,
“When he’s gone, [ have

42, who'works five 10-hour

Dalton. .
-eray.calls her his

became: his wife.

big smile. “She

e stends . REGINALD T. DOGAN

that what T do is , i
important, and I can  phone: 435-8543; Fax: 435-8633
counnt on her always * E-mail: ReginaldTDog
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‘Message

After attending the Pensacola
Community Arts and Recreation
Association’s production of “A
Message in the Storm” on Satur-
day, a friend of mine said she now
knew how it felt to be a minority.

Not only is she white, but she is
Jewish and considers herself an
agnostic.

For one thing, the audience and
cast probably were 99.44 percent
black. For another, the play was
very Christian oriented.

But was she sorry she went?
Not by a long run.

She and I loved Leroy Williams’
gospel musical comedy about a
church in a small Florida town -
preparing for oncoming Category
5 Hurricane Junebug. The acting
and singing were outstanding,
while the play itself was funny

5 the mﬁoiﬂ Fmr:mgm work of %oiw,

and brought a powerful message
about looking out for your neigh-
bors, no matter who they are.

I would be hard-pressed to pick
a favorite in the cast that played
before two seld-out audiences
Saturday.

Despite costumes that were
enough to make you laugh by
themselves, Williams’ portrayal
of “Boogie Woogie Preacher Man”
Pastor Sinkfield left you with no
doubt that he could be a preacher
in real life if he wanted.

And his daughter Bre'Yonna, 9,
gave an excellent performance as
the daughter of a cheating man,
and showed she is a talented
praise dancer in the pre-show.

One of the most memorable
characters (not that they weren’t
all memorable) was Butch, the

transvestite played to the hilt by
Charles Gibson.

Rodney Jones, as DJ Shake-It-
Loose, opened the show with a
weather report that made it clear
this play was going to be fun from
beginning to end.

Joining the cast as on-the-scene
weather man, Ted “Ain’t Scared”
Williams was Quint Studer, head
of the Studer Group and owner of
the Pensacola Pelicans.

The program lists 44 cast, mem-
bers, and all were excellent. I'm -
Jjust sorry I don’t have room to
mention everyone.

If you didn’t get to see the
show, it will be out on DVD
soon. Just call 444-0646 or visit
www.pcaraonline.com for more
information.

I also want to thank Williams

ey

for his work with PCARA. He
founded the program in 1987 to
assist in the prevention of illegal
drug use, pregnancy and violence
among the youth of the Pensacola
community. The program does
this through workshops and ac-
tivities such as acting, singing,
dancing, boxing, weight lifting
and aerobics.

The nonprofit organization is
open to all young people in the
community, provided they main-
tain at least a C+ average in their
school work. The organization
will provide tutors to help them
do this.

The group meets from 5 to
7 p.m. each Tuesday at the
Pensacola Junior College Student
Center, and volunteers and funds
are always needed to maintain

progra

the Smmauwaow.m ww.om«mamn
Mark your calendar now
for PCARA’S Big Commu- CLAUDIN
nity Cookout, which is open
to the public, on May 27 at m%m_:mwwa I

2 p.m. in Terry Wayne Park,
and its sixth annual Youth
Gospel Extravaganza on
June 24 at 6 p.m. at the
Saenger Theater.

In the meantime,
don’t forget the
Santa Rosa Art
Association’s Art
Affair show in the
Bo Johnson Life
and Health Center
at Pensacola Junior
College’s Milton campus this
weekend. I know some excel-
lent art will be on display
and for sale at this event.

Phone: 470-4411
Fax: 435-863:
E-mail: Clau
Pensacolah
Journat.cor
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Donna Johnson (1); Charisse Charles (c)-
the mornmg F’CARA performed the: stage-play Saturday at the Pensacola Saenger Theatre.
line'to order @ copy >
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munity Athletm and. Recreation
sociation; the cookoutf -last year:
‘attended by moré ‘than: 3,800 peop!
said- Leroy Williams, PCARAS presi:
dent and founder: The cookout is one of
many PCARA afinual events. desxgned
to bring together the commudity in
an effort to replace violence and drug -
abuse with love, respect and unity..

- The arganization strives to enrich the -

lives of youths, socially’ and academi-
- cally. Since the first meeting 19 years
.. ago, Williams has been determined to
“make PCARA work?
It’s worked for Lakesha Willizms (no
relation), a 21-year-old junior at the
University of West Florida.
“My mom and I have been involved in
PCARA since I was 12 years old,” she said. .

“Iwas in ‘Baclcin the Good Old Days’ (one -

of PCARA’s annual gospel plays).
Lakesha Williams has - participated

" More than 3, 800 people aﬁended Jast year ’s Pensacola Communlty Athletlc and Recreation Assoc»aﬂen S
Big Oookout Now in its 13th year crgamzers only eXpect the event to get bigger. - 4

.which include classes in pe ermmg-arts
athletic activities, mentor
:school classes and rap séssi

she will volunteer at this year’s event.

“Besides ‘plenty of good food, well.

have . performing artists,-. storyte]lers

‘comedians and free giveaways,” Leroy

Williams said. Local organizations will
set up exhibits and guest speakers will
give tips on hurricane preparedness.

‘PCARA hasiang had the support and -

respect of commumty leaders.

1

s, of ‘Florida’s Departme-
% Families. The agenc

and it’s o r Jost its roots in the
mumit Hink it's:Had a lot of iz

on the lives of young people uh.rouvh'
" many of their programs
> LaPora Johnson; a junior at U'WF is
" another one, of those young people on.
*-whom PCARAhas had an impac

done. for several past PCARA ;:ookouts. :

often

“T'd go to the rap. sessions and|

“do my schoolwork there,” Johnson, 19,
said, “There were always excmng ET

: t1v'1t1es going on.”
Leroy Williams hopes that more Sthan - .

4,500 people will be at this year's cook:

) out. He can be sure that Johnson and

Lakesha Williams will be there. |

‘T be coo]gng,” Lakasha Wﬂhams
said. -

ey



Lottery

Here are.the winning nunbers selected
; , Saturday in the ‘Florida Lottery
R SR Cash 3: 2-8-
oonn . Play 4: 2:0-1-3 -
Fantasy 5: 1-8-10-15-27
Lotto: 2-3-8-33-40-51
Lottery roundup. 5C .

SUNDAY, MAY 28, 2006
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Arts |

o1 PCAS
A mt

:‘.“ Yonta Park, . ‘promoters xookmv mto pith

ar az
the @

- and i

‘careg

| @PensacolaNewsJournal.com

.ton has opened the doors to.
. many talented people throubh

n Saturday, dozens of ar‘lst:

wling singers, poets and
- rappers, got on stage during ™

participated in helped give hier ¢

“There are some local gospel'

way toreach the comniunity?

. 'TeharkaAmen had a booth to :
-~ promote Jureteenth, an ‘anmual
celebration commemoratmg thé
“énd:of slavery, and to educate
le about black history. . z’
- to teach’ Lhem fhe |

ana da Costa

Pensacola Community
and Recreation ~Associa-

barg.

A% Big Comnmunity Cook-
o perform to a crowd of
1 800 2 the Terry V Wayne

arks and’ Recreamoxp :
5 County -Humsag: ~

ab,lea,agohpelaengwnb songs and there are
¢ PCARA member, said - peoplé -in Detroit - 'who
oreunity pc*'fonna.ncea _nterested "Files sald
he PCARA tours she has' - A1

T 4 big push,

ARG
A siuie

Gom
L.»%;!M

1 Coot
T Arts

‘ performs Saturday afternoon at The Big Gommunity

Photos by Bruce uranef@PensacolaNewsJoumal com

¥&: Umbrellas help beat the heat as the. - 5
nce enjoys the entertainment at The Big T
runity Cookout on Saturday afternoon. ;
DW RIGHT: Mark “Tha Prechaz Son” Williams

out, sponsored by the Pensacola Commumty
and lIhecrea’uon Association,. -~ .




“Youth-Gospel

" children’s activities. The

- rehearsals shortly after schools begm’ cast member sell a minim

Wednesday, June 21, 2006 - L .- s e Pageéditéd by

w.ww.PensacolaNéwsdournal.‘com/ﬁéighbors

“-News Journal file photo

Chnsta! Madison leads the Mount Pilgrim Bapt1st Praise Dancers as they rehearse for a prev1ous Youth
Gospel Extravagar"za oresented by Pensacola Commumty Arts and Hecrea’non Assomatlon.

i

News Journal corresémden

:The Pensacola Comrni
and Reereati id

S Just otie:of the many ways i whil
: Williams: strives :to- help “his kid:

an arena for'young people:
case their diverse talents. -
More - important, - 267
founder. and px esuient,Le oy
liams, preparing for their 15 minutes
of onstage fame teaches them valu-
able life lessons about tepacity, hard
work and the pursuit of excellence.:.
PCARA’s goals, are to reduce teen: .
age pregnancy and drug- use gnd’to
involve parents in their

least & O - average in School. Field

weekly meetings ofter promote 1as;~
ing friendships. -

“4éroy Williams is ety passxon—

- Halé; office manager at the Escambia-

Pensacola Human Relations Commis-

sion, one of PCARA's furiding sources.

“And personally, because I have chil-

" dren of my own who are involved, Im
one of PCARA’s biggest fans.”

Youth - Extravaganza
helps "to accomplish
those goals.

“This year we've got
176 young people in
the cast,” said Williams, 3% ===
“We're- worried about Williams
how we're going to fit :
them all on stage.” The large cast in-
cludes praise dancers, hip etk !
gospel singers, drilt teans musicians p%qﬁlrmance
and comedians. - - iams. has ~almy

The timing of the late- J une produc- fEanérﬂy involygment
tion is no accident. The cast beging avaganza. He xe

to acquire avan.

“There’s a lot of kids who can't get to
us because of the lack of trapsporta-
tion,” Williams said. “But what we'd

u get our ownperforming arts center.

e lnds have.”.

tﬂell‘ sununer vacatlons

“Bvery Tuesday for - five - weelm PCARA fund its ongoing prograin
instead of being out on the streets,- such as tutoring and: mentorin Tap
those kids are busy rehearsing,” smd groups, and coaching ] for the perform-
Williams. "On off nights, theyre usu- * ing arts.

ally buey workmg on mprow_nv their “Aﬁ,er an bztravagama ‘member- 1mbehevab1e tdlenz

sh.tp m PCARA always p;cks up b1g :
“time”'sald Williams, But performing "

<eel Motivational ‘speakers encour-
ths o aim high while PCARA -
clunteers help thetn -Tnaintain at

i¥ips provide new experiences and the-

ate about: his mission,” said Rebecea.-

One of PCARA’s short-term goals is ’

ow everyone just how |
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Hey, kid ~— break a leg' mcludmg gospel ‘rap i
“+ 'Dozens-of aspiring young teams, praise danomg an
« i performers will shing'in the -..~ "+ gospel singing: : ’ .
- “ gpotlight this weekend durmg i The show | begms 6 p: meo o
- the sixth annual Youth Gospel Saturday at the Saeriger. Al
Extravaganza at the Pensacola‘. seats are general admission..

- Saenger Theatfe. B 7 Tickets are $12 in advance
+ - Theevent,. sponsored by thej .and $14.day-of show.
: Pensacola Community-Arts " - *- :-Details: 595-3880 or
~and Recreation Assoma’non s pcare,onhne com.. ;
will-feature local youth in -7 Rebecca Ross _—
* ravariety of performances,. i @PensacoiaNewsJ ‘ o —~

&
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jemp: 181° at noon

ays ouk: 14C

7% [www.PensacofaNews
+ Joarnal.com/weather

The First West Florida District
Bapitist Associaiion Praise Dancers ..
perform Saturday evening as parti of
ihe Pensacola Community Arts and
Recreation Association’s sixth annual
Youth Gospel Extravagan:
Saenger Theatre:

.

Bruce Gransr@PensacolaNewsJournal.com

The large cast included praise
“dancers, hip-hiop groups, gospel
. singers, drill teams, musicians and
comedians. Proceads from ficket
- sales help theassociation’s ongoing -
' programs, such.-as mentoring and
coaching-for performance arts.
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J ahna J acobson

tsanewyear Cite Lot
Resolve to get out of the house ‘and’
see what our area has to offer.
 After having many events cancele o
delayed by Hurricane Ivan ent
_ment is back on track.

.. From country ¢rooners to Th Barber:
.of Seville,” from Benny Goodman to the
Harlem Globetrotters the next three .

5 “I always look forwa d to
‘the Martm Luther Klng pa
; illi

I company s parade commi
:tee. “T-encourage everybod
to come out and be a part of (the parade)

‘Williams also is the ambitious writer, ::
producer and director of “Holier Than .
'Thou,” a gospel drama and comedy com-;

"[27

; 1ng Feb 5to the Saenge Theatre

“Tt's going to be,a very, very big event,

ky - onie of the best productions (the Pensaco;
‘»Community Arts and Recreation Associa-
,t1on) ‘has put on,” sald W11hams, who ha '

area’s best youth talent B
will take the stage as open— ;
ing acts, he added. :
* Ofher upcoming events offer v
a charice to,get out and have -
some fun.while giving back to*
the commumty -~ such as the .-

Ball on March 19 and the’ Elberta
Sausage Fest1va1 on March

The golf tournament

" “was originally scheduled for * -
. October, but had to be post- ‘
. poned after the hur-

LI, TS
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Students can test FCAT skills

News Journal set to help with preparation for the FCAT

Page :éc

‘

‘www.PensacolaNewsJournal.com/neighbors

-ing the reading portion of the test.

-| - providédon’ the  Neighbor:
T along with-an explanatlon

. Barbara Todd .
. News Journal correspondent

: - d. guide

The  Florida = Comprehensive
Assessment Test, known as FCAT,
is coming, Hurricane Ivan or not
— although, because of Ivan, the
test dates have been pushed back a
week.

Starting today, the Pensacola News

Journal is launching its third annual §mith

six-week series, “Test your FCAT

they were the correct
answers, according to
| the specifications of the
§ FCAT. .

You also will find
helpful information in
j “Want to know about
the Florida Compre-
hensive  Assessment

skills,” in preparation for the state Test?” We will provide insight into

: test to be taken by students in mid-* the mysterious workings of our state

March. Specifically, we are address- standardized test.” Readers can

- expect tips for navigating reading

Each Thursday on the Neighbors passages, guidelines for written

) page, . .you -will find a story responses and common question-
accompanied by an FCAT prep answering pitfalls, among others.
. "activity that wn]l include vocabulary,

This series is designed to increase "

multiple-choice,” as .well as short- our community’s understanding

" or  extended-response questions, of the scope and complexity of the
. requiring a written. answer.  Each « FCAT. Under Gov. Jeb: Bush's' A+
subsequent’ week, answers to .the, “school . plan, - .there. is - continued
previous ‘week’s . questions, will: bé " pressure or ‘schools to have favor: .
- able FCAT outcomes.  Public. pe
ceptlou tends ‘to focus onour ‘l

students’ inability to pass this “sim- -
ple, stupid test.” ) B
The reality is, the FCAT is a com-
prehensive and challenging assess-
ment of where students’ skills need
to be at each grade level. The goal of
this series is to provide information
about the FCAT so that parents, :
as well as community leaders, are .
aware of .what is expected of our ~ |:

.children, so we can all work together

to better prepare them for this aca- i

.demic hurdle,

This.series also lends itself to pro-" |
. vide an opportunity for teachers, par,

énts-and students to use these same” . i
newspaper articles as practwe tests [
T.

*for the Readmg FCA'

:'_ Gay Sherman Sm|th M. Ed is‘manager of

the Pensacola News Journal 's Newspapers
in Education program. She can be .
contacted at GaySrnlth@PensacolaNews
Journal com -

Leroy Williams- grew up in poverty
-on urban streets- surrounded by vio-
lence and drugs..
As .Williams ‘matured, mstead of
ming part of . that" street, life,
e transcende i

~and Tapese Brown Morrow;

. “Our, mission is to|

kids activities that they want te be -
involved in anyway, like boxing; aero-; -

- bics, acting dnd karate. We also offer.

help with their homework:frol

“matives to béecoming mvolved with ' Cynthia Westmoreland. BreYo!
|- streetlife. .-~ and Tahese are with the PCARA

toring and workshops on buﬂdmg : Phllllps attends Wedgewood Middle

self-esteem.”

meetings throughout .the years, H
said " thie organization’serves mor:
than 200 young people every year.
“My daughter was real ‘shy” said:
Cynthia - Westmoreland,* 33." “Since .;
she:became " involved wlth PCARA

Tlus page is desugned to help stu-
“dents improve their skills for the

.. reading portion of the FCAT. Read
.- the story above, determine the defi-

+-nitions, in context, of the vocabulary
“ words and answer 'the questlons

Build your vocahulary
" urban (adjective)
transcended (verb) -
alternatives (plural noun)
steer (verb) - . .
.. self-esteem (noun)

. 1, When Williams says, “Our mis-
“sion is to steer kids away from drugs,
_violence and teen pregna.ucy " the

" word “steer” means:

. (Grade Level 3-8)
" (Hint: Go back and scan the

" article for this quote. Replace

the word steer with the choices .

_ listed below. Which one fits the

context/spirit of what Williams is

. trying to say?)

a. drive
.b. wrestle
c.push . -

School in" Pensacola and has been
According to Willisms, thousands of - participating. in PCARA programs
young people have attended PCARA  for five years: . - - 3

“Sometimes

a lot,” -said  the.13-year-old, “wh

“ makes A's and B’s m“school

. most of all, we need a home of our’

“color or religion, but we also serve

B parents

* .accompany their cluldren to PCARA

Thls week’s questlons

2. This article is mostly about:

(Grade Level 3-10) | :

(Hint: Go back and skim the
article. Which choice below fits
in with the main idea of the pas-

. sage?)

a. Leroy Williams -

: .+ b, PCARA serving at-risk klds

c. Kids not doing drugs
d. Building children’s self-esteem

3. According to the article, which
one of the following is NOT men-
tioned as a PCARA service?

_(Grade Level 7-10)

(Hint: Go back and scan the
article. 'Find the services men-
tioned below in the reading
passage and eliminate them to
arrive at the correct answer.) .

a. drama activities

b. exercise classes

c. abstinence workshops

d. boxing and karate

4, The information in this article
could be best used as a resource for:
(Grade Level 5-10)

- (Hint: Ask yourself, who is the

. We think that’ after 17 years,
we' ve proved to the community wha
we can do” -,

ng for its annual gospel production
“Holier' Than Thou,” meetings:hav.
een suspended until the first Tues.

“Our’mam ob_]ectlve is to serve the
kids,” Williams said. “Regardless o

he famxhes, ‘many of them smgle

Parents oﬂ;.en join - in, w1th a lit
urging from’Williams, when they,

“When I first, brought exi
CARA, I thought I’d just: sit the_

target audxence") :
a, students wantmg to ‘make As
“and Bs in school

b. students mterested in" drama
‘productions , : .
c.single parents -
d. inner-city youth lookmg for sa
and fun activities

5. Read: Thmk Explam
- answer response;.

- (Hint: . Remember, stlck to th
information ~provided m _the
text!) ..

How does the PCARA help klds‘I
(Grade Level 3-5)

How has Leroy Wllhams acco
phshe)d his mission? (Grade Level
6—10

Use specific information” and’ de-
" tails from the article to support your
answer. S

- ‘shor

Answers ’

See the Neighbors Page on Feb. 3 :*
for the answers to this week’s ques: -
tions or get them instantly online-
il\ItIEwwwpensacolanewysjournalv_com/,

* WANT MORE INFORMATION?

... Far infarmatinn ahant thaca ENAT.ohdA ~

+ N band Mo, OL

Newspapers in Education
www.PensacolaNews -

Onl it




Inside ]

m Korean rapper Roy Kim
is struggling to become the
4 next big thing in the tough -
world of rap music.

Page 3B -

Photos by Bruce Graner@PensacolaNewsJournal com:
ABOVE: Some of the down-to- eanh people get |nto a shoutlng match at the Ham Hock Cafe with the holier: than-thou crowd in Leroy Wllhams
play, “Holier Than Thou,” during rehearsa| at the Pensacola Junior College student center.
BELOW V;ckey, background played by Demetnce Puryear shows her feellngs about Geraldlne, played by Amta Johnson, during’ rehearsal. i

“Barbara Todd - :
News Journal correspondent

play, “Holier Than Thou,”
takes a humorous look at
the self-righteous.
“There are a few people who,
because of their spmtual
level, tend to put
themselves on a .
higher pedestal
than others,” said .
Williams, who wrote

“I don’t think that’s
-, what God wants us
~ Williams . tg do.”

"Although full of

- a timely message for Pensacola
Bay Area audiences.
“We've just expenenced our’
“ own storm, and we've watched
other nations go through their
problems,” Williams said. “We

want to encourage people to mave
on with hope.”

Williams and the group he
founded, Pensacola Community
Arts and Recreation Assaciation,

eroy Williams’ latest gospel

. to everyone, black white or green.
and directed the play. ) )
_-He said the productions often

laughs, “Holier Than Thou” carries

- said the troupe’s first production

 play every year

“-at the Saenget Theatre since 1989

PCARA's mission is to offer
young people alyemauves to
drugs, violence and pregnancy.

-Proceeds from the productions help

fund PCARA’s free after-school
programs, which offer tutoring,.
seminars and classes in acting,
boxing and bulldmg self-esteem.
“It’s all about our kids,” said
Williams, 40, “We are not a
religious organiz_atinn. We're
¢ommunity-based, and we're open

We have no walls.”

play to full houses that reflect
that diversity,

Throughout the years, the
PCARA productions have grown.

more than 25, said Anita Johnson,
who plays the female lead. She

16 years ago had included only
about eight performers.

Johnson, 47, a teacher at Weis
Elementary School, plays the
holier-than-thou Geraldine who
is‘eager to share with the world
her narrow-minded opinions about

“Holier Than Thou” has a cast of

. yay!

22 at the Saenger Theatre box
‘office, 444-7686. Also available
at: Broadway Menswear, 6249
“N: Davis Highway, 475-0700; .
Stage Right Christian Music

tore, University Mall,

94-1331;Ticketmaster,
www.ticketmaster.com

everythmg and everybody
“Although'the play hasa =~
message, it delivers it in a comical
Johnson said. It causes us to -
‘examine ourselves.”
‘Charisse Charles, 42, plays
Lisa, Geraldine’s long—suﬁ'ermg
employee By day, Charles is
paralegal at Levin, Papantonio,
Thomas, Mitchell, Echsner &

.. Curtis Lee Woodrow Jr. When

- PCARA’s productions.

. to see this year’s production. -

) Pructur Law Flrm \ i
“This play takes a humoruus Bl
look at churchgoers, Char]es sald
“And it's fun to do.” -
Darin Franklin, 30, plays the
- male lead; the self: nghteous deacon

Franklin finishes his day jobat- -
‘West Communications, he pursues.
two of his hobbies — acting a.nd
volunteering for PCARA.

_“I'work a lot with the kids in
PCARA,” he said.

Franklin is helping prepare some
of PCARA’s children for a variety
show to be presented before both

.performances of “Holier Than
Thou.”

Al Williams, youth minister °
at Zion Hope Primitive Baptist -
Church, has attended several of

“Leroy’s plays show that .
Christians aren’t the uptight and
rigid people that some believe we
are,” said Al Williams, 37. He’s
invited many family members
from Panama City and Louisiana ~

“Laughing and having fun
doesn’t'end when we become
_Christians,” he added.




Relax — it’s

just religion

. Check your ego at th
daor. Leroy Williams*new

play, “Holier Than Thou,”
pokes fun at “people,*
who, because of their .

: splrltual level,’ tend to put .

themselves on a- hlgher
pedestal than others ?

‘Hol|er Than Thou

Saturday, PCARA Productlons presents
Y,

oplnlonated Geraldme, the
long-suffering Lisa and the
pompous deacon Curtis -
‘Lee Woodrow Jr.- - :
Saenger Theatre,:.

18 S. Palafox

-available at
Broadway
Mensweatr,
Stage

.- Righit

.- Christian
- Music -
Store and all
Ticketmaster .
locations. Leroy -
Williams,
444-0646 or
293-5345.



Crew

to DVD, this Aprd A = members goasfarasexpect—:

- 2 “Hoher' Than" Thou” . ing the candxdates 1o refram
I you "did " not' attend begins, w1th the' church’ s from eating pork only to be

 Saturday’s - sold : qu play* Trustees Board interviewing caughl grubbing i

“Holier. Than hou,” YOU_ three " candidates’ to fill:a’ . Ham " Hé

missed an entertummg vacant position, Board mem- « three. .
'evemng ‘fitled with'loads’ of * be1s also known as the E

comic relief. that made fuin of * “Holier Than Thou Crew,”
‘church folks who thmk"heyw.ﬂ talk.about liying Holy lies;.::

smr oI

by Al Henderson

Independent Voice' staff wrn‘er B

iy

Thc castmg was ncar per—

""possess, his’ and her, ;own
tle - more; xehgxon dn~ thejr ‘.;shortcormngs Through com- ;.. ..
hves. iDon’ t worry, ubecause “edy,, Willigms portrays board” P
the hit 8051331 stage play writ- “members as non-tithers, alco- - " -
ten and produced by Leroy. holnc hypocmes, among ,“

Williams " (PCARA . Ly ,

=7 ..*:*..‘Z" 72

fect as, ‘each actor portrayed
their part.as 1f they were liv--:
ing- their everyday lives,

‘Than Thou” were allowed to

- didates :passedicove

"-expand on their characters. A
" good: mdlcatlon is the overall
feel of the play. The toné did
not feel as if it was written
. from onc person’s. perspec-
tive.

Anita Johnson playcd

.‘Geraldine: Shoemo, the can-

didate selected to be a part of
the Holier Than Thou’ Crew,
Upop further investigation
* during scene two, Shoemo’s
- holy facade was exposed by.a
- nosy assistant and 3 long.lost,
* handicapped boyfrlend -
Lorenzo portrayed by
- Williams.

w2 The'play came to-a: boﬂ in
scenc three as crew member.s
found Shoemo, .at the; cafe

“ enjoying . a- dehcxous'ham

:"hock sandwich: The, two can-

il

'the - cafe “and éyenidally

. divide the room. The battle of

scripture quoting is’ refereed
with a'surprise appearance by
-the Boogie Woogie Preacher.
« !'The:scene-is hilarious and

: “ends with both sides learning
Also,; the actors:in “Hohgr .

something from eachother.
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Leroy'Williams, ‘president of the ‘Pensacola Community
Arts and'Recreation Association, ors theRev.”

- Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s “l.Have a Dream” speech
Monday at Martin Luther- King Plaza in Pensac_:ojq. '

. . - |

INSIDE:Civil rights leaders nationwide honor King, 8A;
New-officers-elected'in local chapter.of the SCLC; 4A

- Gary:McCrackén@Pehsaéola'Ne )

delivers’the

V.
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SCLC Commemorates

Anniversary of King Assassination

ams, President of the Pensacola Community Arts and Recreation
Association, recites King's “l have a Dream” speech .

April 7 - April 13, 2005

www.PensacolaVoice.com

by Diane Pajaud
“Members - of _ the
Southern Christian

Leadership Conference-

held nationwide obser-
vances, April 4th, to com-
memorate the assassina-
tion of the organizations
founder, Rev. Martin
Luther King, Jr. 37 years
ago.

The Pensacola Chapter
of SCLC observed the

37th  anniversary of

King’s death with a cere-
mony downtown at MLK
Plaza. ’

“We want to keep the
spirit of the dream alive
and commemorate the life
of the dreamer,” said
SCLC President Hugh
King.

“Would he (Martin
Luther King, Jr.): be
pleased with our
progress? Would he be
pleased with our commu-
nity? Would he be please
with the level of educa-
fion our children are

"receiving?  Would he

pleased with the number
of our young people that
are in jail?... We need to
stop creeping at this petty
pace and join the fast

Armstrong of the occa-
sion. -

Hugh King added that
the event kicks off ongo-
ing SCLC activities
including monthly mass
meetings. He said the
meetings will focus on
four areas SCLC calls
“major concerns”.

Special event coordina-
tor Charles Thornton
cited those major con-
cerns as the following:

¢ Economic develop-
ment and social econom-
ics; .

¢ Over zealous prosecu-
tors in the State

Hugh King and Mary Stanton place a reef at MLK’s bust
track,” = said Mary .

Attorney’s office and over
passive public defenders;

* A credible, organized
crime task force to handle -
citizen complaints involv-
ing arrests and inmate
housing; and

* Unity and coopera-

tion within the
Black/African American
Community.

SCLC will hold a mass
meeting every fourth
Sunday at 6:45pm at
Greater Union Baptist
Church. Spivey Gordon,
SCLC National Treasurer
will be the Guest Speaker
for the April 24th Mass
Meeting.
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| Grdl'i‘p 'pléns Cdmhmnityfcookout

Pensacola Community Arts storytellers, comedians-and
and Recreation Association free giveaways. )
(PCARA) will Leroy Williams, PCARA
sponsor its 12th”  president, said the purpose
annual United of the event is to bring both:
TogetherFor businesses and residents
A Non-Violent . throughout the Pensacola
and Drug-Free community together to promote
B, Community from ~ the following message:
" Williams 2to7p.m.on . “Replace violence and drug
) May 28, abuse with God first, unity, love
The “big community and respect for each other.” -
cookout” will offer free food, W WHERE: Terry Wayne
exhibits, guest speakers (local - East Youth Ball Park, located
. ‘heroes, community leaders, between J and K Street on
. :Spiritual leaders, victims and " West Jackson Street.

perpetrators of violence). There . m DETAILS: 293-5345,
will be-performing artists, * = From staff reports

Pensacola News Journal Sunday, May 2.2, 2005

week ahead

. Jackson Street hetween J
¢+ ‘and K streets. Leroy

v Williams, 444-0646.
S~ -=



Section C

NEWS
ourna

www.PensacolaNewsJournal.com

LocAL

SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2005

One smokin’ success

hrist perform Saturday at

Bruce Graner@Pensacol

15th annual Community Cookout at Térry Wayne Park. The
Pensacola Cornmumty Arts and Recreatlon Assomatzon sponsored the cookout. :

Community cookout lets re81dents have fun

Amy Sowder"
@PensacolaNewsJournal.com
The 12th annual Commu-
nity Cookout on Saturday
afternoon was not only hot,
it was smokin’.
Barbecue smoke wafted

' through Terry Wayne

Park as hundreds of local
children and adults milled
about =~ the information
booths, sat in the shade
listening to the entertain-
ment and munched on hot
dogs and hamburgers. -
Barefooted children

bounced and squealed in -
the three air-filled attrac- .

tions.

“I like doing flips because
when I land, everything is
upside down,” said Juwan
Salter, 7, as he shpped into
his sneakers,

The “cookout, sponsored.

by the Pensacola Commu-

nity Arts and Recreatnon
Assoc1at10n, was a way to
unite the community of
families and businesses in
a positive, drug-free, non-
violent environment. .-
Organizer Leroy Williams
said the event was bigger
than ever, pointing to the
addition of two jumping
attractions and 22 vendors,
compared with 10 vendors

-last year.

Williams said' Hurricane

“Ivan tested the together-

ness of the community.
“The only reason we sur-

vived was the unity we've

shown, but we have to keep

it going,” Williams said.

- Five .Queens for Christ
dance_ teammates let out
aunified scream-of delight

- as they emerged from the
“window of a fire-safety

house designed with smoke

to sxmulate a fire.

““Tt’s like a real fire,” said.

Kuatera Fergurson 13.
“We touched a door knob
because if it’s hot, you don’t

- go in there, and we had to

stop, drop and roll”

People. took fliers from

booths staffed by Youth-
Build, Sickle Cell Dis-
ease Association, Project
H.O.PE. and the Univer-
sity of West Florida.

Project H.O.PE. crisis
counselor Latanya Gra-
phenreed said setfing up
a table at the cookout en-
abled those who still need
hurricane-related help to
come to her.

“People are getting jittery
as the season approaches

again, so we are counseling .

them, sharing how to pre-
pare,” Graphenreed said.
Whitney “Thompson

opened the evenmg‘s en-
tertainment with her first
violin performance.

Whitney, 12, played
the national anthem to a
crowd .who cheered in ap-
preciation after her bow’s
last stroke.

“It was kind of scary, but
halfway through it, I got
into it,” Whitney said. ~

Burning Bush, a hot hip-
hop group of four Pensacola
brothers with an enthusi-
astic message, incited someé
listeners to dance: on- the

allfield. .

“"Usually with this many
people coming together,
a fight would break out,”

‘said Samuel Crossbearer

Underwood, 20, who

rapped w1th his brother,.

Titus “Wisdom Filla” Un-

. derwood. “But not here.”

py

Cookout draws
hungry crowds

There was plenty of
barbecue, music and fun
Saturday at Terry Wayne
Park at the 12th annual
Community Cookout.

LOCAL, 1C
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Sunday, May 29, 2005 Pensacola News Jou
“On your journey to success,
always keep God first before all
o ‘thatyoudo;and = {
\ | give back to your
“community.by
reaching out and
helping those who
are less fortunate: -
than:you. This:will
* gnisure you con-
: tinuous success in
pursuing all your goals in life.”
‘ T T —'Leroy Williams, 41,
-+ founder and president. of
- Pensacola Community Arts
-“and Recreation Association.
* PCARA’s inission is to offer
youngvpeople'alternatives to -
drugs, violence and pregnancy.




Clean, family fun focus of PCARA event

,vendors to participate, and

Many times commumty
events start out with a bang

| but eventually fizzle as time

elapses. However, for
PCARA twelve years of host-
ing “The Big Cookout” has
continued to garner support,
increased community partici-
pation and bolster clean, fam-
ily fun.

Saturday was no d1fferent
Despite sweltering heat and

dry dust, PCARA’s annual

event featured the aroma of
bar-b-cue floating through
the air, an unbelievable
amount of entertainment, free
food and various giveaways.

“] always have fun at this
event. This is my third year in
a row coming,” said fifteen-
year-old Lacy Turner.

The youth jumped around,
clamored around the stage
and participated in all the
entertainment events. On the

other hand parents and older
event goers sat in the stands
with umbrellas and enjoyed
the event from afar.

“I have two children down
there having a good time,”
commented Rebecca Kyle. “I

" know that they can have fun

here without violence and
witnessing other bad behav-
iors.”

“We have grown tremen-
dously. Last year we had ten

this year we have twenty-
two,” said event orgamzer
Leroy Williams.

Vendors gave out a variety
of information including
AIDS awareness, education
and sickle cell disease infor-
mation. )

““Our community suffered
a lot because of Ivan. We
have to pull together to sur-
vive,” added Williams.




ing performances at Saenger Theatre.

4 youth to all the

vdent of PCARA.

Leroy Williams prepares ;)uth for upcom- . ]
y prep Y P _dancers, instru-

Area youth often times
face many challenges
when it comes to show-
casing their talents.
However, for five consec-
utive years, Northwest
Florida youth has been
allowed to perform on
one of the largest stages
in Pensacola - the
Saenger Theatre.
“We want to
introduce our

benefits the per-
forming arts have
to offer,”
explained Leroy
Williams, presi-

The extrava-
ganza, sponsored
by PCARA, will
consist of praise

mentalists, spiritual
mimes, drill teams,
gospel rappers, poetry
readers, gospel choirs and
soloists.

“This will be some our
kids first time performing
in front of such a large
audience,” added
Williams.

PCARA to host Flfth Annual Youth Gospel Extravaganza’

Want To Go

What
Youth Extravaganza
When
June 25 - 6pm
Where
Pensacola Saenger
Theatre

Blessed Children of Pranse i on of twty-nlne groups to perform.

el hed e bt






ready t
show their faith

Youth from throughout
Pensacola and surrounding
communities will show
off their performing skills
Saturday at the Pensacola
Community Arts and
Recreation Association’s
fifth annual Youth Gospel
Extravaganza,

WEEKENDER
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SATURDAY

Fifth annual Youth
Gospel Extravaganza

6 p.m. Saturday. Aspiring young performers will show off their
skills during the Pensacola Community Arts and Recreation
Association’s fifth annual Youth Gospel Extravaganza. The
event will showcase youth throughout Pensacola and

“surrounding communities. Tickets can be purchased at the

Stage Right Christian Music Store in University Mall and the -
Saenger Theatre. $8 advance; $10 day of show. Saenger
Theatre, 118 S. Palafox Place. 444-0645, 595-3880,

Breona Baker, 5, foreground, is a member

of the Blessed Children of Praise and is performing
in the Youth Gospel Extravaganza.

Bruce Graner@PensacolaNewsJoumal.com
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SUNDAY, JUNE 26, 2005

Sean Smith T T

@P_ensacclaNewsJournaI.cprn
A packed Saenger Theatre

. ch"-dxis‘a‘i?!!lped\m £98ng.

[ " Saturday night during the fifth

! annual Youth Gospel Extrava-
ganza, . )

About 145 children repre-

senting 28 groups — from the

sweet violin sounds of Whitney

Thompson to gospel singers,

gospel rap groups and praise

dancers — took the stage.

"Leroy Willial%s, founder ﬂ-?f
: . ARA, e

Pensacola Com-

munity Arts

and Recreation

Association, was

overwhelmed ' as

he saw the crowd
piling into the

Saenger in down-

town Pensacola,
They represented several area
churches, all going to see chil-
dren who had practiced their
routines for months, ,

- “We-have some -highly tal-
‘ented kids from all different
churches coming together as
one,” Williams said. “We're go-.
ing to let the kids show what

‘watching their praise dancing during the fifth annial

they cando” .
‘Williains founded the non-
profit association in 1987 as
an all-volunteer organization
offering young people- alterna-
tives to drugs, violence and
pregnancy. .

Williams, a professional play-

‘wright, produces plays to help

the association’s free after-
achool programs twice weekly
at Pensacola Junior College,
The group offers tutoring, semi-
nars and clagses in acting, sing-
ing, boxing, karate and building
self-esteem,

“We are open-to all ‘kids”
Williams said. “We give them

a touch of professionalism,
_give them an opportlﬁg,l ks

. . ] T Bn'.lce'Gianer@PénéacoIaNsws’JdLurnaJ.corri
The Mount Pilgrim Praise Angels evoke.a response Saturday from the audience’ s
I Youth Gospel Extravaganza. B

| -take the big stage. We want to_ -

-x«th,.ese'

i

bring something: positive into
their lives” - ™ BT
Volunteer Tonya Green has'
zeenhthe"'diﬁ‘e;épcg' ‘in -~ her’
aughter,. Tashara, an incom-
Y t. Woodham,:..

_ing_sophomore g

“¥(Williams)'is such a'positive
role model for ‘the kids?” Tonya
Green said. “They're nervous, -
but they've ‘been’ working. so

‘hard, 1ts spirituel. Its all about )

Godtonight™ . ="
Special guests violinist John
Powell* Jr. and gospelégroup
Burning Bush launched the
e ihe i the pink pompom
By. e the pink pompom
dance routine of Blessed.Chil-
dren of Praise took the stage,.
the audience was on their feet. .
Emma Watts took four groups
from Houser Memorial Baptist .
Church to perform. . o
“This is great motivation for
the children, It gives them in--’
spiration to do good things and
to stay out of trouble” Wat
said. “It shows people what
children are capable of -
oing” ", T

A gospel extra\(aganza
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Look et you rissed

[

LEFT: The Sons & Daughters of Destiny from the New Dimensions Christian Center in Pensacola
perform during the annual Youth Gospel Extravaganza on Saturday evening at the Saenger
Theatre. About 145 children participated in the show, which was sponsored by the Pensacola
Community Arts and Recreation Assodiation. R

-
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Playwright
takes the
national
stage

erdy Williams has made a name
for himself throughout the
Pensacola Bay Area as a local

- playwright, " director, producer and -

_performer.

|

'

Now, he’s gained national recogni- -

tion after his gospel stage play, “The
“Boogie Woogie Preacher,” was chosen
as the Best Play of the Year by the
American Gospel Music Awards.

‘The prestigious and much-deserved .

award culminated many years of tire-
less efforts put in by Williams and his.

organization, the Pensacola Commu-
nity Arts and Recreation Association, ..

better known as PCARA.

For Williamsg, 41, the award vali-
dated his nearly 20 years of dedicated
sacrifice and commitment as a worka—
holiclocal artist.

“It’s like a confirmation that I'm
doing the right

” Williams

to do is continue
, pressing. on and
drawing people
to this ministry”

among
and producers

of Kenya to Cali-
fornia, accepted

‘ the off-Broad-
REGINALD way award on

Saturday at the

T DOGAN Wings T}Ixieatre
: in New York.

Reginald T As writer, di-

Dogan is assistant
opinion editor for

the News Journal. and  performer

Emailimae 3 the award. .
ReginaldTDogan comedy,g g Vgil-
S‘E.P ensalcola.News liams always be- |
ournat.corm. lieved that “The
Boogie Woogie
Preacher” was

one of his best productions. But he
never imagined this comedic gospel
. play would win a national award.
“Certainly, this award helps get us
notoriety,” he said. “People can now
familiarize themselves with what
. wedo to help us become a household
name.”

thing,
smd “A1 T have .

Williams, "
artists - |

from the country .|

rector, producer. [

The American Gospel Music Awards, | :
says President "Deborah Stewart
seeks; to.find tomorrow’s- -gospel sta.rs

" and ‘give .them - the recognm n-and
-réspect their music and
déserve. Athigher goal is'to' p
the unknown Christian artists to help
them reach:a }ugher level of success.
‘Since 'PCARA’s inception in 1987,
the nonprofit, all-volunteer organiza-
- tion has provided i inspiring entertain-
' ment for. Pensacola audiences and
. offered young people alternatives to
drugs, violence and pregnancy.
The" group-‘pnmanly operates and !
survives on “fund-raisers,’ ‘donations: -
.- and proceeds- h ;
ductions andDVDsales, .. - H
- Williams’short-term- goals are to
continue: producing: good:>plays and .
making' prewouS\productlons avail-
able on DVD. He also wasits to diver-
sify his plays and his youth ministry
by attracting other races-to work with
PCARAand’ perform in iits’ lncal pro-
ductions. .
Williams hopes the recogmhon will
increéase appeal for his plays;enabling
' him to move performances from the
- Saenger Theatre to the bigger venues
: like the Pensacola'Civic Center. ’
L In the long term, Wllhams envisions
B -~ PCARA acquiring’its.own. state-of-
the-art, 2,600-seat..performing arts
center,’ along wi 1,000-seat re-

- Williams:is. driven by h
to continue saving-lost'so
h%%oispel ministry.

b5\
By“building and gammg support
here, Williams, behevqs he candraw |
national attention to’, SN
Bay Are by touchmg people 'shearts,
souls, ds: through th

his good: works and. another” pusﬂ_:lve o
step toward nationwi
: and success.

‘Boogie Woogie Preacher’ wins.award
Pensacola’s original gospel ‘activities for area youth.
stage play “The Boogie Woogie Williams, who aftended the ,
Preacher!” was chosen “Best awards show, said
Play of the Year” at the American he felt honored to
Gospel Music-Awards during a - be among so many
ceremony that took place last talented writers’
2a. Weekend in New York City. and producers.
The play was written, “| was ‘excited!
produced and directed by For us to be
Pensacola-resident Leroy considered among
Williams and performed by the elite was just
A\ the Pensacola Community awesome,” he said. .
Arts and Recreation The play is now available for
Association in February - purchase on DVD at www.boogie

2004 at the Saenger woogiepreacher.com.
\ Theatre. Williams is the Details: About PCARA call
“founder and president - 444-0646.

of PCARA, which offers
educational and social

- Rebecca Ross
@PensacolaNewsJournal.com
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Boogie Woogie Preacher’ receives national award
7 ! iy ol h : R "The Boogie  Woogie
Preacher!" was chosen The
Best Stage Play of The Year
by the American Gospel
Music Awards. The play was
writien, produced and direct-
ed by Pensacola's Leroy
Williams and performed by
PCARA Productions. “This
award helps us to become
known around the nation so
that when we start touring,
people will come out and sup-
port us,” said Wiliams who
attended the awards ceremo-
ny last Saturday {July 23rd).
The event was held off
: Broadway at the Wings
Bk e 5 / A : Theatre located in New York
hostesses, accepts the award for “Best Stage Play of The Year.” City's Greenwich Village.

A

illiams (c), surrounded by
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American Gospel Music
Awards (AGMA) award-
ed “The . Boogie Woogie
Preacher!” as 2005 Gospel

Play of the Year at its
annual awards presenta-
tion at the <§dm~m Theatre

in: Z@S %S.w

Wmﬂomﬁod >mmoS wou
‘(PCARA) - vmwmoﬁ.bm the.

play - to "sold-ouf: QE:.
_Coast crowds last %mm&

However, ﬁEbEbm mm%m
he still gosmg winning .
was a Hodm shot, “When |
you. look at the other. peo-

ple that 'are nominated

T you feel ‘my chances

. was getting out of taxis...
- I have been. . so o<8.-

aren’t there’,  They were
getting out of limousines I

whelmed. To Qom vm mﬁ
glory” he says. ™™~

Williams, who. ‘also ;
wrote popular stage-play
“Holier. Than Thou” is
currently writing a S‘Ei
play.

It’s ﬁu&m %mmu in exis--

Cast performs-‘The woom_m Eoom_m Preacher!” -
Last Saturday  the

@nmo&m Nm:wr

: mnoﬁmaobm w%ﬂom FR
O 4Feon=w.«.~o=m— Artists

"Kevin goowm ~

S

“Internet Sites.

tence, ‘the. >QE wmnom.

- nizes professional up and

ooBEwm.omw& artists. It’s
purpose ' is to hélp’ pro-
mote their »&mzwm gﬁr

‘national exposure.
Other- -2005, ,§bsm~.m.

included: -

Male Soloists -
Andra Cross"
+ Female Soloists.

EBEE.E& h&
. Jazz

Oo.Bo&%
Coy Lasone *

Artist of the Year

Gospel w»avwx
Video o
Harold B AOHNU m Emv
Ewﬂws:ua RN
Gospel %omw% M mmNEm

-Gospel- -City -

TV HHONHEBN

Lift Every <Snmam~.mam
--Henry)s
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SATURDAY

* Bruce Graner@PensacoIaNews ,urnal com

PCAF variety show

6 p.m. Saturday. The Pensacola Commumty Artsand™ .
Recreation Association will present a variety show, * Reachmg
Qut to the Victims of Hurricahe Kairina.” The show will consist of .

_ will be donated to benefit the victims of Hurricane Kafrina.:.
- Frée admission. Pensacola-Junidr College Student Cen S,
‘OO{J oilege B v, 444—0646 For more, se _,p

September 23-29, 2005 E'ens"aéo_lfa,'News Journal -

_singing and dancmg Donations will be accepted, and proceeds ' S
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Group entertains,
feeds and. provide

gift card for 15 |

displaced families
by-Al Henderson

Independent Voicé staff writer

. Pensacola
“and Recreation
Association, - affecnonately
known as .PCARA in the
Pensacola commurity, is

‘becoming known world - wide

for their gospel stage’ plays
including © ‘The Boogie
Woogie - Preacher’ which:
writer Leroy Williams won
the' American Gospel Award
for playwright of the year.
However,“the organization’s

1 contnbutlons to the commu- -
' nity oftentimes go unnoticed.

Not that the group would
even desire -accolades for .
such events as. the drug-free
‘Big. Cookout’ or its. show--
case of area youth talents
through the .-
Extravaganza,” but fifteen
families  from New Orleans
and Mississippi were eager to
toot the - organization’s Horn
last-Tuesday.-

“The Pensacola communi-
ty has been wonderful since
we arrived,” explained Lanae
Manning ‘who is an evaciee
from New Ortleans. ..“This
event was really uplifting.
Pensacola has really been a

" Communjty :

“Youth-

PCARA constantly finds ways to gve bac

- Manning was one of fif-
teen families PCARA - wel-
comed during their weekly
Tuesday night meeting at
PJC. The families were ‘ente;-
tained- by PCARA members,
fed a hot meal and awarded

-$100. gift. certiﬁcétes to'WaI;

Mart.
“This is a commumty
effort,” said ‘Williams. “The

community came together to -
do this for our guest. We want .
“them to know that they are.

From praise. dancing to gospe! rap; PCARA!
-well entertained last Tuesday night by local youth.

_rainbow after the storm.”

s honored: guest were

welcome in our city and most
importantly, . we ‘invite them
to join the PCARA family.”
“We will never forget what
this group .has ‘done for us
here . tonight.- The' entertain-
ment-and fellowship uplifted
our spirits, and for that we are
very thankful,” added Ftanco
Libonadte. )
At their last  meeting;
PCARA members held a free
performance and raised
$1,500 which. was 'used to

fund Tuesaay s event
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Pensacola n_mmﬁémm Maritime Park

or 18 years I lived near the area

proposed for the Community Mari-

time Park. Over the years, I have
watched this part of the Pensacola com-
munity deteriorate as houses were torn
down and became vacant lots.

T've watched what used to be very nice
and well-built homes being replaced
with cheap, unattractive duplexes. I've
watched drugs, crime and violence in-
filtrate our community, causing honest,
able and law-abiding citizens to lose
faith and leave in disillusionment or
remain in fear and dissatisfaction.

In too many cases, community centers
have being torn down or left in disrepair.

There remain very few recreational
parks in the area for families and chil-
dren to use and enjoy.

Qver the years, leaders have promised
us, primarily during elections time, to
revitalize our community. However, very
little progress has been made. But the
Community Maritime Park will be a

LEROY E.
WILLIAMS Jr.

Leroy Eugene Wil-
liams Jr. is founder
- and president of
the Pensacola
Community Arts
and Recreation
Association.

promise kept.

The Maritime Park is the key to a
very bright future for our community.
The park will help filter out all of the
negatives, and it will add a new meaning
through a gm-«Em change.

The Maritime Park will not only bring
more and better jobs to the area, but it
also will enhance and improve our com-
munity. It will provide training for un-
skilled workers, education alternatives,
prevention resources, recreational activi-

ties, performing arts and entertainment.

It will beautify Pensacola’s downtown
waterfront, making it a must-see desti-
nation for locals and visitors who want to
enjoy the open access and many ameni-
ties that the park will offer.

As the founder and president of the
Pensacola Community Arts and Recre-
ation Association, an alternative pro-
gram for youths, I know how important
it is to offer and provide opportunities
and activities for young people.

The Community Maritime Park will
be a positive asset not only for the
Pensacola Bay Area but also for its
young people who are yearning for and
needing something new and beneficial
to keep them occupied while in’school
and motivated to remain here after they
graduate.

I say to every person who lives in
Pensacola, please support the Com-
munity Maritime Park. Our community
deserves it.




